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BECHUANALAND RIFLES IN MAFEKING: A SOLDIER'S LETTER 
 
 
Philatelic Description of the item of Postal Stationery: 
Philatelic Cover: a soldier's letter from B. King, Bechuanaland Rifles 175, in  Mafeking to E. King at 32 
New Colony Road, Dartford, Kent; with a franked 4d. Cape of Good Hope sage-green with 1/- surcharge 
[SG5], cds. of Mafeking dated 26.3.00, carried via Bulaway and back stamped with cds. Bulawayo 4.4.00 
and received at Dartford cds. 12.5.00. 
 
Censorship certified by B W Cowan, C.O. Bechuanaland Rifles 
 

 

 
 
 
BRUCE KING (    -    ). The nominal roll of the Bechuanaland Rifles 1 gives no indication of when King 
attested to the regiment. He was present throughout the Siege of Mafeking and was discharged on 
completion of service on 26 July 1901. He received the Queen's Medal with Defence of Mafeking & 
Transvaal clasps.  
 
At much the same time as his leaving the Bechuanaland Rifles, a “King, Bruce Woodgate Tpr 112” 
attested to the Bushveldt Carbineers  2 in Durban, the date recorded as 12 March 1901, later to leave the 
Pietersburg Light Horse on 10 April 1902 in Pietermaritzburg 3. Whether this is the self-same person I have 
not determined. 

 

                                                   
1 WO 127/01 Bechuanaland Rifles   
 
2 WO 127/03 Bushveldt Carbineers: they were first called the Bushveld Rifles, later the Bushveldt 
Carbineers and finally [1902] the Pietersburg Light Horse. They were raised February/March 1901 by Mr 
Levi a hotelier of Pienaar’s River, Northern Transvaal. 
 
3 WO 127/16 Pietersburg Light Horse (part of Bushveldt Carbineers) 
 




