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"It's just an ordinary envelope":  
the story of E. BURMESTER of Cape Town. 

 
 
 

 
 

The envelope sent from Wepener to E. Burmester of Cape Town. 
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION  
 
The name E Burmester once was prominent in the minds of Capetonians. 
When recently I was offered a piece of postal stationery i, my interest 
was aroused not by the nature of the item per sê but by the name of the 
addressee on the front. I determined to find out more about more about 
the recipient.  
 
This is part of the history of E Burmester and his family.  
 
THE FAMILY BURMESTER 
 
Ludwig Karl Emil Burmester (EB) (the "E Burmester") was born in 
Brunswick, Lower Saxony on 22 September 1832, the son of Johann 
Christian Burmester and Caroline née OCHSE of Laurenen, Theresia.  
 
Under what circumstances he and his future wife came to the Cape, I 
have no idea. The earliest record of his presence known to me is dated 
1862. EB. was a naturalised British citizen. How this came about I have 
not ascertained.  
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He married Karoline Agnes Augusta née EYSERBECK by Special Licence in 
the Matrimonial Court, Cape Town on the 26th of April, 1868 ii. He was 35 
years of age, and she 24 years old.  
 
Together, they had six (6) children iii.  
 

 
 

Register of the Matrimonial Court, Cape Town 
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Signatures of Emil Burmester & Agnes Eyserbeck in 1868 
 
After a full and fruitful life, the couple retired to Switzerland. 
 
On 7 August 1918, whilst living at the Chalet Ursprung district Spiez, 
EB. met Messrs. Gottlieb Hauser of Stadel and Winterthus, Director of 
the Watchmakers Union of Biel (residing in Berne) and Christian Fauster 
of Almens (Graubűnden), Caretaker of the De L'Hotel Schönegg, Spiez, 
and, with them as witnesses, dictated his Last Will to Notary Public 
Gottlieb Fehlmann.  
 

  
 

Contemporary Postcard showing The Hotel Schönegg, Spiez 
 

      
 

The former Hotel Schönegg, Spiez, now part of Spiez Railway Station [2007] 
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She died whilst living in Thűn, Switzerland on 28 February 1919. 
 
He died on 29 October 1919, eight months after his wife at 19 Magnolia 
Street, Thűn, Switzerland, aged 87 years 2 months iv.  
 
 

 
 

Thűn Castle from Magnolia Street [2007] 
 

The couple were buried in then only cemetery in Thűn, the Städtischer 
Friedhof, Pestalozzistrasse v . 
 

 
 

Städtischer Friedhof, Pestalozzistrasse, Thűn [2006] 
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The Death Notice of Ludwig Karl Emil Burmester was issued on 13 
November 1919; and the Registrator of the Chancery of the Swiss 
Confederation, E Strauss, and the British Vice-Consul, registered and 
notarized the Death Notice on 22 November 1919. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Death Notice registered and notarized on 22 November 1919 by the British Vice-Consul.  
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His Will officially is recorded in Vol. VII page 496 of the Protocol 
against the signatures of Town President, Paul Kunz and Town Clerk, 
Rieder; and separately notarized by His Majesty's British Consul, 
Berne, on 18 November 1919. 
 
The six children born to the couple were Emil Wells Burmester, Alice 
Eveline Burmester, Alfred William Burmester, Daisy Maude Burmester, 
Albert Victor Burmester and Arthur Phillipp Burmester. The order in 
which they are presented here is the order in which all, except for 
Arthur Phillipp Burmester, appear on EB's death notice.  
 
It appears that all were born in Cape Town. To-date, no baptismal 
records have been found.  
 
I am unable to supply any biographical details for Emil Wells 
Burmester, Daisy Maude Burmester nor Albert Victor Burmester. There 
appears to be a complete absence of any documentation of note relating 
to them in the South African Archives. There is a nuance more than a 
suggestion that they lived out their adult years in Europe.  Therein 
may lie the key to the complete absence of any estate when Alfred 
William Burmester died.  
 
Alice Eveline Burmester (AEB) was born on 31 December 1872 and died on 
1 August 1954. She had been married to Fred(e)rich Julius Spiro in 
Berlin. In a "Holograph Will" written in German and dated Stuttgart 5 
November 1921, she specifically excludes him and his relatives from 
benefiting from her estate in the future. He died in 1930. She returned 
to South Africa in the 1920's to live out her days at "Delville", cnr. 
Blackheath and Rhine Roads, Sea Point vi with her daughter and companion 
Emily Agnes Elisabeth Spiro vii . At the behest of the daughter, a 
Curator bonus was appointed in October 1950 to care for her and her 
possessions viii.  
  
Alfred William Burmester (AWB) was born in Cape Town circa 1874. He 
married Ethel Dorothy Maggs, the daughter Joseph Herbert Maggs and 
unknown ix. The couple had one child, Elaine Dorothy Burmester who 
married George Leslie Henry Pallett (b. 25 August 1912). AWB lived at 
"Penge" Kloof Road, Sea Point x, later moving to "Pinewood" 13 Rhine 
Road, Sea Point. He died on 23 October 1954 aged 80 years in 
"Knightons" xi xii. A seemingly puzzled Master of the Supreme Court, when 
querying the estate that was first declared, had confirmed for him that 
Burmester had no assets when he died save valueless mining shares in 
defunct companies. There was intimation though that there may have been 
assets overseas. A shrewd business man or hapless one? One can but 
speculate xiii. At the time of AWB's death, Ethel Dorothy Maggs was still 
alive, her home address being given as 13 Rhine Road; and Elaine 
Dorothy ("Dolly") Pallett lived at 17 Rosmead Avenue, Oranjeszicht xiv. 
 
Arthur Phillipp Burmester (APB) was born August 1879. After his father 
left Cape Town, he became the partner of his brother, AWB, in the 
Adderley Street jewelry business. APB. and one Alex(ander) Dichmont 
left Cape Town in April 1914 on a tour of England and Europe. At the 
outbreak of hostilities between Russia and Germany, Dichmont left 
Germany, leaving an insistent APB. to travel on to the Black Forest. 
APB. was interned by the Germans in the Ruhleben prisoner-of-war camp 
near Berlin in February 1915 xv. Whilst there, he contracted cavitating 
pulmonary tuberculosis. In December 1916, he was released to the care 
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of his sister, AEB., then resident in Brunswick. A telegramme from the 
Emil Burmester's agent in Bienne (Biel), Switzerland circa April 1917 
tells of his condition xvi. Every attempt was made to have him moved from 
Germany to an institute in Davos, Switzerland. In May 1917, an appeal 
was made by AWB. and William Benedict Eigenmann xvii, the Swiss Consul 
for the Cape Province, through the South African Treasury (Trading with 
the Enemy Act Branch), to the Prime Minister to allow funds to be 
released from South Africa to accomplish this. AWB. and Eigenmann 
somewhat miffed the Private Secretary to Genl. Louis Botha, HW Hamilton 
Fowle, by failing to conceal that, with or without his permission, they 
intended sending the necessary funds to Europe. However, APB. died in a 
sanitorium in Sűlzhayn xviii (Harz), Germany on 8 September 1917. His 
sister Alice Spiro, then living at Braunschweig xix, was present. His 
parents were retired and living at Spiez, Thunsee, Switzerland. He was 
described as a merchant of Evangelical religion. He left a detailed 
will in German, three siblings (Alice Spiro, Alfred William Burmester 
and Daisy Maude Burmester) and his God-daughter, Miss Neugebauer xx 
benefiting together with the staff of "E Burmester", Cape Town. His 
(translated) Will dated 3 October 1914 stated: "In grateful remembrance 
of the very pleasant (alt. beautiful) times I had at Sea Point, I 
determine that my heirs shall erect there on the beach a fine clock 
tower to the value of Two Hundred to Three Hundred Pounds sterling. My 
brother Alfred must execute it". On 28 February 1922, the clock was 
handed over to the City Municipality, erected in accordance with the 
will of APB. on the Sea Point Pavilion site "with a small brass plate 
bearing an excerpt from my brother's will placed inside the clock 
casing" xxi. 
 

 
 

Sea Point Pavilion from the western aspect circa 1923 
Inset: A P Burmester Memorial Clock Tower.  

[Elliot Collection No.9033, Cape Archives Repository] 
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"E BURMESTER": THE BUSINESS 
 
Using the terminology of to-day, Emil Burmester appears to have been a 
consummate entrepreneur. It is likely that he was trained in Europe, 
whether as a jeweller, watchmaker or optician one cannot be sure. 
Though he is said only to have formally established his business in 
1864, and moved to his first business premises, 23 Adderley Street, 
Cape Town, in 1866, the first commercial transaction I found was his 
sizable purchase at the liquidation sale of the insolvent estate of 
Arthur Green in 1862.  
 
By 1880, the business had moved premises to 58 Adderley Street. The 
diverse nature of the business at that time is amply demonstrated by 
the letterhead of a contemporary sales docket (dated 1881) whereon on E 
Burmester is described as being a "Manufacturing Jeweller, Watchmaker 
and Optician".  

 
The subtext reads as follows: 

 
"Best Gold and Silver Jewellery 
"English, Geneva and Waltham Watches 
"Silver Cups, Spoons and Forks 
"Table Cutlery and Silver Plate-ware 
"Nickel Silver and Electro-plated 
Spoons and Forks" 
 
"Telescopes,Opera Glasses,Microscopes 
"Surveyor's Instruments 
"Photographic materials and Chemicals 
"Albums, Purses and Jet Goods 
"Spectacles and Eye-glasses" 

 
The business provided an Engraving and Repair Service on the premises 
for clocks, watches and jewellery. 
 
 

 
 
 
E Burmester went on to win a gold medallion at the 1877 South African 
International Exhibition in Cape Town for "the celebrated Berlin 
Reading, Table, and Hanging Lamps (with Round Burners)". 
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A contemporary sales invoice of E Burmester dated 1881 which amply demonstrates the 
versatility of the business. [KAB CO 4213.77] 

 
 
 
Judged by the advertising, E Burmester maintained close links with 
suppliers in Europe. Furthermore, that part of the family living at the 
Cape of Good Hope evidently visited the continent periodically both for 
business and personal reasons. On the death of Emil Burmester, the 
family gathered in Berne to resolve inter alia business issues, thereby 
suggesting that this was the place of greatest convenience to the 
majority.  
 
By 1901, the business had matured and was housed in a splendidly 
refurbished building at 86 Adderley Street. It had His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, as patron; and was contracted to 
the Cape Government, Railways and Cape Civil Service.  
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Burmester Chambers, Adderley Street, Cape Town showing a group of gentlemen in front of 
building [AG 8245. Photographer unknown. Undated]. It seems likely that the group 
includes Abraham Hendricks (far left) E, A W and A P Burmester (centre) and A Karriem 
(far right).  
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There is a proprietary air to these gentlemen 
 
 
 

 
 
A contemporary sales invoice of E Burmester dated 1900 which suggests that the business 

had become more specialized. [KAB 2/1/1/666.323] 
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At the turn of the century, Emil Burmester, then aged 68 years, 
evidently started making plans for his retirement. A bond for £11,000 
was raised in January 1900 and a Deed of Hypothecation for £6869/10/2 
against the contents of the building was signed in 1907 by Alfred 
William Burmester and Arthur Phillipp Burmester in favour of Emil 
Burmester. Emil and Karoline Burmester then retired to Thűn, 
Switzerland where they died within months of each other in 1919.  
 
"E Burmester" was left in the care of the sons Alfred William and 
Arthur Phillipp. By 1911, the stock was estimated to be worth at least 
£30,000 xxii.         
 
 
Staff of E Burmester in 1911 (per court transcript of law-suit Tielman Marais versus E 
Burmester. KAB 2/1/1/666.323) 
 
Mr Alfred William Burmester 
Mr Arthur Phillipp Burmester 
Miss (Catherine Johanna) Heydenrych [typist and bookkeeper]xxiii 
Mr Frank Swanepoel 
Miss (Gladys Isabelle) Neezer xxiv [cashier] 
Miss (Cecile Dinah) Walser [cashier] 
Mr James Littler 
Mr Tielman Francois Marais xxv 
 

 
With the death of Arthur Phillipp in 1917, running the family business 
became to sole responsibility of Alfred William Burmester. On the death 
of Emil Burmester, Alfred William effectively was permitted to buy the 
major asset of the estate, the Cape properties, from his siblings; 
though each of the family appears to have maintained a degree of 
commercial interest in "E Burmester" going forward. 
 
 
Staff of E Burmester in 1921 (per settlement of A P Burmester's Will) 
 
Mr Glass-Poole 
Mr W W Kean 
Mr Geo(rg Martin) Stelzner xxvi 
Miss (Catherine Johanna) Heydenrych [typist and bookkeeper] 
Miss (Gladys Isabelle) Neezer xxvii [cashier] 
Miss (Cecile Dinah) Walser [cashier] 
Mr (Cornelius Bernardus) Maneveld xxviii 
Abdol Karriem xxix [messenger] 
Abraham Hendricks 
 
 
 
The Cape Archives Repository holds a copy of a Memorandum of 
Association and Articles of "E Burmester (Cape Town) Limited" in terms 
of Limited Companies Act 25 of 1892 xxx. Over nine pages, it renders an 
all embracing description, reflecting the then nature of the business. 
The Certificate of Registration was issued 26 June 1924. Puzzlingly, it 
includes Daisy Burmester but not Alice Spiro.  
 
What the purpose of this transaction was and why it included those it 
did is not clear. A search of the estates of the shareholders showed no 
evidence of any of them having a shareholding in "E Burmester" at the 
time of their deaths.  
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Memorandum of Association and Articles of E Burmester (Cape Town) Limited in terms of 
Limited Companies Act 25 of 1892 KAB LC 393.2623  

Certificate issued 26 June 1924 
The document preamble states: "whereas the Vendor and before him his father Emil 
Burmester Senior have carried on business in Cape Town as Goldsmiths, Jewellers and 
Watchmakers at No. 86 Adderley Street continuously for a period of sixty years …… " 
 
There is an all-embracing description of 9 pages, apparently reflecting the then nature 
of the business 
 

Capitalisation £ 10,000                              Equal partners of one share each 

Person Occupation 

Alfred William Burmester Jeweller 

Arthur Joseph Finck xxxi  Business Manager 

Daisy Burmester Householder, spinster 

Ethel [sic] Dorothy Burmester Housewife 

Gladys Neezer  Cashier, spinster 

Joseph Herbert Maggs xxxii Business Manager 

Archibald Alexander William Dichmont Solicitor 

 
 

 
Dichmont & Dichmont: Solicitors 

 
 Archibald Alexander William Dichmont xxxiii Brother and Partner: Edward Victor Dichmont xxxiv 
 
 

 
 

Signature of Alex Dichmont 
 

 
 
THE BURMESTER PROPERTIES 
 
"E Burmester Manufacturing Jeweller, Watchmaker and Optician" was 
established in 1864.  
 
The first address of the business, dated 1866, was 23 Adderley Street, 
Cape Town. A bond was first granted E Burmester in May or October 1877 
for £3,000. This bond was granted against "a certain house and premises 
with a piece of land adjoining thereto situate in the Table Valley in 
Adderley Street (formerly Heerengracht) marked No. 22 measuring 
together 48 square roods 12 square feet and 36 square inches". The 
purpose of raising the bond is not stated. 
 
By 1880, the company is registered against 58 Adderley Street. A bond 
for £11,000 was raised again in January 1900, this time on 86-92 
Adderley Street xxxv. That bond extended the first one dated 1877 without 
changing the description thereon xxxvi. 
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A Deed of Hypothecation by Alfred William Burmester and Arthur Phillipp 
Burmester was signed on the 21 May 1907 in favour of Emil Burmester 
against the contents of 86 Adderley Street, Cape Town, then valued at 
£6869/10/2 (inclusive of £1000 cash). This was cancelled 23 February 
1923.  
      
 
 

 
 

Final page of the Deed of Hypothecation, 1907 
 
 
 
Following a meeting of the heirs - Emil Burmester, Alice Spiro, Alfred 
Burmester, Daisy Burmester and Albert Burmester - in Berne on 5 
November 1919, it was resolved that Alfred William Burmester would 
purchase these properties for £47,500 rather than have the estate send 
them to auction "and their worth be lost to the family" xxxvii. 
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Agreement between the Burmester siblings notarized  
by the British Consul in Berne on the 5 November 1919 

 
Lastly, in December 1919, a £1,000 bond was authorized by Charles 
Frederick Faure-Juritz, Secretary of the Colonial Orphan Chamber and 
Trust Company, who, in Berlin on 30 May 1912, had been granted Power of 
Attorney by Ludwig Karl Emil Burmester ("herein after styled E 
Burmester"). Collateral was given as prospective rents on the building. 
Insurance against fire (building, loss of rents, fixtures and the 
clock) to the value of £35,000 was taken out with Northern Assurance 
Co. At that time, 86-92 Adderley Street, Cape Town, was valued at 
£45,000; whilst rents on the building earned of the order of £355 per 
month.  
 

 
 

Charles Frederick Faure-Juritz, Secretary of the Colonial Orphan Chamber,  
exercising his Power-of-Attorney on behalf of E Burmester 
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A Supplementary Account to the 2nd and Final Liquidation and 
Distribution Account xxxviii was gazetted in 1924 xxxix. 
 
The Cape Archives Repository has a number of (undated) photographs 
illustrating the metamorphosis in the premises of E Burmester over the 
years 1880 to 1900.  
 
 

 
 

The changing face of Burmester Chambers over the years 
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Burmester Chambers, first numbered 58, and later to become 86-92 
Adderley Street, started out with two storeys, its Victorian façade 
periodically changing, presumably as the fashion or need demanded. 
Originally, it had a Cape classical simplicity to its lines save for 
the substantial lettering displaying the company name prominent against 
the skyline. As Cape Town developed and the business prospered, first 
the character of the façade changed and circa 1900 xl the upper floors 
were added. The now four storey building had an opulent roofline with 
dormer windows crowned by caste-ironmongery, the ever-present company 
name. The ground floor was shaded by a single-storied balcony of both 
woodwork and caste-iron and garnished with cast-iron fretwork typical 
of that produced by MacFarlane's Foundry, Glasgow. 
 
The earliest photograph shows a figurine in an admiral's uniform above 
the door wearing a cockaded hat with a telescope held to the eye. Later 
photographs show the façade enhanced by a rather splendid wall-mounted 
clock which was to become the hall-mark of the business. It appears to 
have been inscribed "E Burmester, Optician". 
 
According to The Directory of Cape Town Suburbs and Simon's Town in 
1900 E Burmester lived at "Myrtle Cottage", Beach Road, Sea Point, and 
E W Burmester at "Kingston Villa", Kloof Road, Sea Point.  
 
The 1st Liquidation Account of Emil Burmester xli discloses that he owned 
7 properties on Beach Road, Sea Point being part of Block B of 
"Beatrice Villa" near Hall Road, valued at £1420. These were sold by 
auction on 1 April 1920, the purchases Mrs S H Fox and Messrs G C 
mosses.  
 
From 1921 to 1940, AW Burmester was living at "Penge" cnr. Kloof and 
Bellwood Roads, Sea Point. In 1940 AW Burmester was living at 
"Pinewood", 13 Rhine Road, Sea Point. 
 
Alice Eveline Burmester (AEB) lived out her days nearby at "Delville", 
cnr. Blackheath and Rhine Roads, Sea Point. 
 
Correspondence (1928-1931) indicates that AV Burmester lived at 
"Uplands", 8 Camberwell Road (cnr. High Level), Three Anchor Bay xlii. In 
1954 Miss DM Burmester lived at "Richmond Villa", Timour Hall Road, 
Plumstead, where she owned a substantial portion of ground which was 
later subdivided into several plots xliii.      

 
 

 
 

Signature of D Burmester, 1954 
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"E BURMESTER": PHOTOGRAPHIC AGENT AND SUPPLIER TO THE TRADE 
 
E Burmester was sure to have been prominent in Cape Town commercial 
circles. Everything one reads suggests an energetic, united family 
focused commercially whilst defending of its privacy. For such a 
prominent group, the archival records are noteworthy for the paucity of 
information. Consequently, one senses rather than knows certain facets.  
 
As declared on the letterhead, E Burmester was intimately involved in 
the evolving trade in photographic material at the Cape. 
Serendipitously, the firm lighted on a trade of great commercial and 
societal import, and as a result developed a number of interesting 
historical associations. 
 
In a sense, the most important of these was the link with Arthur Green. 
 
 

 
 
 
Arthur Green was born in Halifax, Nova Scotia in 1832. One of four 
brothers who became prominent in the development of southern Africa, he 
was the youngest. In 1854, he became interested in photography and 
traveled widely throughout the Eastern Cape Colony. Early in 1861, he 
moved to Cape Town and in April 1861 he took over Frederick York's 
photographic business. In May 1861, Green was the first to employ the 
carte-de-visite style of photography in the Cape Colony. These were 
small visiting card portraits made popular by a Parisian photographer, 
Andre Disdéri. He is reported to have been the only photographer who 
possessed a dated style of carte. Furthermore, engravings from his 
photographs were featured in the Illustrated Times 1861 and 1863, 
amongst them copies of his now famous photographs taken on board the 
Alabama. 
 
He was a prolific artist and prodigious worker. The quality of his work 
was undoubtedly amongst the best of that genre produced at the Cape. 
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However, unable to be both a photographer and businessman, in March 
1862 he voluntarily declared himself insolvent and the whole of his 
photographic stock was offered for sale. 
 
An Extract from the Roll of Sale by R.D. Jones xliv, Auctioneer, held on 
17 September 1862 and which raised £1786, puts Burmester at the sale. 
The firm bought cameras, camera lenses, stereoscopes xlv, chemicals, 
bottles and scales, printing equipment and stationery, frames and 
lockets xlvi . 
 
 

 
 

Cover of the Archival File: Insolvent Estate of Arthur Green 
 
 
Auction lots of photographs were sold to Burmester (2), Lawrence xlvii 
(1), A Martin xlviii (1), whilst portfolios, including carte-de-visite 
portraits, were sold to Morgant xlix (54), A Green (12) and R D Jones 
(2). Green bought back his portable darkroom for £86/5/-. 
 

 

 
 

Arthur Green's signature 
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First page of the Roll of Sale by Public Auction of Arthur Green's Estate in 1862. 
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 Arthur Green with his portable darkroom above Bo-Kaap, 1865. 
[Elliott Collection M606  l ] 

 
 
For the next few months, it is related that Green spent his time as a 
free lance photographer. In November 1862, he opened a new portrait 
studio in Longmarket Street; and in 1863, Green made a photographic 
coup that was to immortalize him. On 10 August 1863 in Table Bay, he 
took portraits of the master and crew of the infamous confederate 
raider, CSS Alabama li lii liii. The visit of Arthur Green is the only time 
photographs were taken on board the ship herself. 
 
Again he fell on hard times, was declared an unrehabilitated insolvent 
on 23 February 1864, and all his photographic material sold at a public 
sale on Saturday 9 April 1864 liv.  "800 Negative Pictures & Portraits, 
Views, &c., including (those of) the Alabama" were in contention, and 
are said to have been bought by another Cape Town photographer, F. 
Heldzinger lv.  
 
Green was destined never to establish an independent business again and 
worked for various individuals for the rest of his time in the Cape. 
Green left for overseas in 1866. He died in New York of pulmonary 
tuberculosis in 1873. 
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The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette. Legal Notices: 23 February 1864 
 

 
 

The Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette. Legal Notices: 8 April 1864 
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Reverse of a carte-de-visite 
[photograph CSS Alabama Photo #: NH 57256]  

 
 

Bull and Denfield document a list photographs Green offered for sale 
some of which ended up carrying the E Burmester hallmark: views of 
Kaffraria and portraits of Natives, portrait of Sir George Grey, views 
of Cape Town and at least one photograph of the master and first 
officer of the Alabama lvi .  
 
Incidentally, another associate of E Burmester was James Edward Burton 
lvii of Port Elizabeth for whom they acted as agent. It was he who was 
the first to introduce the method by which life-size portraits could be 
produced from carte-de-visite.  
 
"E BURMESTER": WORLD WAR I AND THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED 
 
At the outbreak of World War I, it appears that the whole family, other 
than Alfred William Burmester (AWB) was in Europe.  
 
Emil Burmester and his wife Karoline were retired in Thűn, Switzerland. 
The exact hereabouts of Emil Wells Burmester, Daisy Maude Burmester and 
Albert Victor Burmester is unclear, but it seems likely that they were 
in Berne. Alice Eveline Spiro was in Germany as was Arthur Phillipp 
Burmester (APB).  
 
The attempt by AWB. and William Benedict Eigenmann to have APB. 
released from internment and moved to a sanatorium in Davos generated 
correspondence which included  the South African Treasury (Trading with 
the Enemy Act Branch), the Office of the Commissioner of the South 
African Police and the South African Prime Minister's Office. In his 
letter to the Secretary of the Interior dated 12 July 1917, the 
Commissioner of Police states the following: "So far as can be 
ascertained both Alfred William Burmester and Arthur Philip [sic] 
Burmester held strong British views, the remaining members of the 
Burmester family - including Mr Burmester, senr., are anti-British and 
pro-German" lviii.  
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It appears that, as a consequence of this opinion, the Custodian of 
Enemy Properties withheld rents owing to "Mr Burmester, senr." which 
were later to accrue to his estate lix.  
 
It is reported that the Adderley Street property sustained an arson 
attempt sometime during the war. This has not been substantiated.  
 
Another matter of interest is the association of AWB. with asbestos 
mining. In 1922, a case was brought before the Cape Supreme Court, 
wherein Edward H Garcon and Company of New York claimed compensation 
from Egnep Ltd. of Cape Town lx with regard to a shipment of Amosite lxi. 
The defendant was AWB. represented in court by A A Dichmont. Later, in 
1925, the Cape Asbestos Company Limited (1893) acquired shares in two 
companies: Egnep Limited (1916) and Amosa Limited (1916), which 
operated a brown asbestos mine and mill at Penge lxii, in the district of 
Lydenburg in the then Northern Transvaal. For practical purposes the 
head office of these two companies was in Cape Town, the directors A W 
Burmester and A A Dichmont lxiii. No other details are known to me lxiv.   
 
In August 1945, with the financial assistance of a certain John 
Burmester (JB) lxv, AWB and JO Spence bought ground opposite Holrivier 
Railway Station in the district of Van Rhynsdorp from FD Evenepoel lxvi 
for £.750, planning to build an hotel and stores. One gather's that JB. 
retained a 5% share in this land transaction lxvii. Nothing appears to 
have come of the deal. 
 
DENOUEMENT  
 
Thus ends the story of a once commercially important family of Cape 
Town. One has the sense that, even though the family was very active 
economically, they purposely drew little attention to themselves.  
 
Many of the Burmester properties are gone, the clock tower raised to 
the memory of Arthur Phillipp Burmester is no longer; the family files 
formerly in "Dichmont & Dichmont: Solicitors" are destroyed; and the 
headstones of Emil and Karoline Burmester too are no more. As far as 
can be ascertained, the family died out with the death of Emily Agnes 
Elisabeth Spiro in 1982. For the most part, all that remains are 
historically-important photographs and attractive time-pieces, their 
origin identifiable for each is meticulously marked "E Burmester".   
 
Elements of this story remain stubbornly hidden; how the progenitor 
arrived in the Cape of Good Hope; where the family worshipped; where 
the children were schooled; and where certain of the family lived out 
there lives. If one were to regret any one thing it would be that the 
records in "Dichmont & Dichmont" were destroyed.  
 
It has been a fascinating four-year journey, a journey that was 
prompted by finding a quite ordinary envelope, and which has taken the 
author along many highways and byways little traveled both in South 
Africa and Switzerland.  
 
 
© Dr R M PELTERET, Cape Town. All Rights Reserved. www.pelteret.co.za  

Friday, 14 December 2007 
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FURTHER NOTES & CORRESPONDENCE ARISING FROM THIS ARTICLE 
 
1. The SA Philatelist 2002;78(3): 74-78 Steyl, Pauw Rev. My Burmester. 
In this article, the author states that "during 1854 he (EB) joined the 
firm of JCA Wagner at 8 Adderley Street as an assistant. Johann Carl 
Anthony Wagner was an optician and mathematical instrument maker at the 
time".  Attempts at making contact with him having proven unsuccessful. 
 
2. The Family Ochse. The following was supplied by Clive Ochse. This 
clarifies the relationship of JCA Wagner to EB. and his wife-to-be, 
Karoline Agnes Augusta née EYSERBECK 

THE FAMILY OCHSE 

Christiann Ochse married Carolina Catharine Henriette Jacobine Wiepert 
by Banns at St. Clement Danes Westminster in London, England, 16 April 
1797.[i]  Both Christiann and Carolina signed the register and the 
marriage was witnessed by Johana Wiepert and Georg Wiepert - possibly 
her parents.  

Carolina was born in Brunswick, Germany 29 August 1772.[ii]  She married 
Anthony Wagner at the Old Church, Saint Pancras in London, England, 19 
November 1809.[iii]  Carolina died at 63 years of age, 30 March 1836 at 
Longmarket Street in Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope, Colony of Great 
Britain.[iv]   
  
Christiann died before 1809.  At St. Pancras the following entry was 
found: Caroline Ochse, widow, married Anthony Wagner, widower, 1809. 
This clearly indicates that Christiann was deceased by 1809.  
  
Christiann Ochse and Carolina Catharine Henriette Jacobine Wiepert had 
the following children:  
  

2 i. Caroline2 Ochse (Emil Burmester's mother).   
She married (--) Burmester.  The death notice of Caroline Wiepart 

reflects Caroline as being resident in Brunswick, 
Germany at the time.  

3 ii. George Martin Ochse was born 23 December 1797.[i]  He was 
christened at St. Martins in the Field, in Westminster, 
London, England, 8 April 1798.[ii]  

    4 iii. Christian George Ochse was born 15 February 1800.   
  
Christian George Ochse (1800) emigrated to South Africa with the 1820 
settlers. It is his line that all the Ochse's in South Africa are 
descended from. His mother Carolina later moved to Cape Town where she 
died in 1836. Her death notice states that her daughter Caroline 
married Burmester. So to the question "Why [did] they come to the Cape" 
- they had family here in particular Carl Johan Anton Wagner who lived 
in Cape Town. 

 
 
[i]. Ochse George Martin, Christening register,  "St Martin in the Field 
Christening Register.," Page 169, #133.; Ochse George Martin, 
Christening register,  "St Martin in the Field Christening Register.," 
Page 169, #133. 
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[ii]. Ochse George Martin, Christening register,  "St Martin in the Field 
Christening Register.," Page 169, #133. 

 
 
[i]. Windsor Ancestry Research, Ochse & Mundy  (May 1988), [#50]; and 
Christiann Ochse and Caroline Wiepert, Marriage Entry, 16 April 1797,  
"St Clement Danes, London," entry 789, page 198, #0240. 
[ii]. Caroline Catharine Henriette Jacobine Henriette Wiepart, Death 
Notice File No 1402, Date Filed 31 March 1836,  [#143]. 
[iii]. Windsor Ancestry Research, Ochse & Mundy  (May 1988), [#50]; and 
Anthony Wagner and Caroline Wiepert, Marriage Entry  St. Pancras, 
London., 19 November 1809, entry 1710, #0238. 
[iv]. Caroline Catharine Henriette Jacobine Henriette Wiepart, Death 
Notice File No 1402, Date Filed 31 March 1836,  [#143]. 
 
3. Dr J. Ganczarczyk, Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto sent 
the following images: a pocket barometer-thermometer-compass in a 
fitted box, which carries both on the barometer dial and on the box an 
inscription: 'E. Burmester, Cape Town, 72 Adderley Street'. 

        

4. John Hunter of Sheffield sent the following images: pre-printed with 
the business address (86 Adderley Street) on the back, and sent in 
August 1904 from Cape Town to Herren & Frau Burmester, c/o Mrs Alice 
Spiro, Steglitz, Berlin (& subsequently redirected to Bad Kissingen, 
Bavaria). Obviously, Emil and his wife must have been visiting their 
daughter then. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 2011/04/16 onwards from Carol Elaine Zamek née Pallett. 
 
“LOOKING BACK” 
 
I am the only living descendant from a large clan. 
 
Emil Burmester of Adderley Street was my great grandfather; my great 
grandparents lived in Switzerland. 
 
AW Burmester (AWB) was my grandfather. 
 
When AWB. married Ethel Dorothy Maggs, they went on honeymoon to Europe 
via the East Coast, (taking the Maggs family with them) and to 
Switzerland to introduce the new wife to his parents. As EDM. could not 
speak a word of German they must have been a bit fazed; she was very 
attractive......I wonder if that helped. 
 
She was a concert pianist of some fame. It was through music that my 
grandparents first met, my grandfather played the cello I think it was. 
She was leaving by train on a concert tour and he threw a brooch 
through the window of the train. It was a “music” brooch in gold, 
pearls and turquoise (her birthstone); it had music notes and a treble 
clef and base – I still have it today. She was quite famous in England 
– Royal Albert Hall, command performances etc. 
 
My grandmother, AWB’S wife, was an absolute lady of infinite grace and 
charm although very retiring, shy maybe. She always said that when she 
went out on stage to play she forgot where she was as she sat down and 
started playing. 
 
Not long before my grandmother died my mother said how sorry she was 
that things had turned out like they did and she said “Oh Lainey don’t 
feel sorry for me, I have had the most wonderful life!” When she was 
dying she apologised to my father for “taking so long to die”.   
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My mother was Elaine Dorothy Pallett née Burmester. Alick Dichmont was 
my mother’s godfather. She married George Leslie Henry Pallett 
 
As with my grandparents, my parents met through music. My grandmother, 
Mrs Annie Pallett, wanted to buy a piano and it had to be the best so 
she asked Mrs D Burmester to come to tea so as to advise her. DB 
arrived with my mother aged 11 years in tow; there she met my father 
aged 13. They played with his trains! The rest is history. 
 

 
 
Elaine Dorothy Pallett (mother), Carol Elaine Zamek (correspondent), Ethel Dorothy Maggs 

(grandmother), 
the Pipe Track, Camps Bay 

 
My grandfather, AWB, travelled extensively with his family lxviii; my 
mother was taken overseas for the first time when she was 9 months old. 
They spent 2 years here and 2 years in Europe, mainly in Germany. My 
mother was sent to boarding school in Dresden to learn German. Not a 
happy experience – it was a school like in the old movie Madchen im 
Uniform lxix. She also attended school in Berlin, Vienna and London. 
When they went travelling it was a case of take everything including 
their car, a “Jeffery”; that car did more miles on sea than on land. My 
mother took a gramophone and tons of records, my grandmother took a 
small sewing machine. They also had deck cargo; beach umbrellas, beach 
chairs etc. the latter was bought in Germany and brought back here and 
they lasted (exceptionally well) as I remember them (as existing) still 
when I was a teenager.  
 
My mother went overseas with her parents 13 times before she was 21. 
They mainly travelled on German ships “Deutsche Wesafrika line”, the 
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Umgeni and the Watussi. They were always met by ‘Sister Emmie’, my 
mom’s nurse who was with them for the duration of their travels. She 
came to live in SA; I remember her being here when I was a young girl. 
She went back to Germany in the 1950’s. When I was taken overseas 
in 1960, she was living in Stuttgart with her sister Anna and we spent 
time visiting them. 
 
Upon returning to SA the family [would go] to Penge where Georgie, the 
maid, unpacked – they then packed up more clothes and went to Hermanus 
for 1 month to recuperate from the rigors of travelling. What a life.   
 
Apparently the amount of money my grandfather had was obscene – but 
what (finally) happened to it was a mystery as there was so much. 
 
My mother had her 21st birthday at Penge and it was some time after that 
that things started to slide and my mom and grandmother had no idea 
what was going on except that AWB (had) bought a mine, Penge (Egnep 
Ltd); and had a few “cronies” that were not according to them very 
“nice”. By then of course Hitler was in power and Germany out of bounds 
for my grandmother who was British to the core. There could well have 
been money overseas but after they lost Penge, the cars, the furniture 
etc. my grandfather was a changed man. My mother told me that after the 
money was gone they sure knew who their friends were!  
 
I, Carol Elaine Zamek née Pallett (b. 1942), was their only child. Ian 
Dichmont was my godfather. 
  
My grandfather and his brothers and sisters were all born in Cape Town 
and were all educated in Germany – to the day they died they had strong 
German accents all of them! 
 
Aunt Alice and her daughter Emily lived at Pinewood. Aunt Alice married 
against the wishes of her family and finally divorced Spiro and that is 
why he was left out of the will. I think he was Jewish. Emily changed 
her name to Spiro-Burmester. She was a lot older than my mother and was 
engaged to marry a soldier; he, however, died during the 1914-18 war. 
After she died a lot of letters were found tied with ribbon; they were 
all from him. Sad. 
 
After AWB became very ill and was in a nursing home, my grandmother was 
going through his papers etc. and found an old bank bag (the cloth 
variety) full of uncut diamonds. She panicked and took them to her 
sister who lived in Fish Hoek with her husband, Bill Kitchener. He was 
head of customs. They told her that she must throw them away, so she 
went along Jagger’s Walk, opened the bag and threw the diamonds into 
the sea. Obviously AWB had forgotten them and when my parents heard of 
this they nearly took up deep sea diving! They were horrified as it 
would have been (quite easily explained) with AWB being a jeweller. Oh 
dear!  
 
Aunt Daisy was a nurse originally and I think she had a nursing home in 
Plumstead lxx. She lived there when she grew older and I think that when 
she eventually died she was still there.  She always said she had a 
weak heart and (as a result) everyone fussed over her. I can hear her 
saying: “Mein Herz, Mein Herz” and putting her hand to her heart (have 
a complaint, nurse it and you will live to a ripe old age!). She never 
married. 
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Albert’s wife Emmie was from Germany but apparently from a small 
village (not well bred – according to the clan) but they seemed happy 
and had 1 daughter Dorothy who never married. She worked at Garlicks 
all her life. Albert, Emmie and daughter Dorothy lived in Blackheath 
Rd. 
 
They all always spoke German so my grandmother must have had a trying 
time! 
 
 

 
 
 

From left front : My mother (pic is slightly out of focus she must have 
moved), behind her (unknown), my father (man with plate), AWB’s wife, 
my grandmother (an absolute lady of infinite grace and charm), behind 
her to left with white fur cape my dad’s mother Mrs Annie Wilhelmina 
Pallett (a very powerful woman, her wish was law in the family), next 
to her Aunt Alice, next to her Alice’s daughter Emily (very attractive 
good features I believe), man standing my grandfather Leslie Pallett (a 
lovely man), woman sitting Aunt Daisy (also a will of iron, she got 
what she wanted by being an invalid), man standing Uncle Albert, lady 
sitting Aunt Emmie (Emchen), her daughter Aunt Dorothy (Dorchen), Aunt 
Stella Fickburg (sp) with tea cup a (relation from the Magg’s side), my 
uncle Bill Kitchener (– of diamond fame!), next his son Reg, next Aunty 
Joe (Josephine Kitchener née Maggs), next her daughter Aunt Lou 
Kitchener. AWB took the picture. 
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From left front: My mother is in better focus, AWB is on the right 
behind Stella, Uncle Albert is crouching behind the sofa. Aunt Emily 
took the picture. 

 
I am not sure exactly what happened during the 1914-18 war but I 
remember hearing that they were harassed during the war; what exactly 
happened I am afraid I really do not know. 
 
My mom always wondered where it was also the clock that was outside the 
shop. The memorial clock in Sea Point – I wish I knew what happened to 
it. Whoever did the new pavilion maybe has or had it. I never saw 
either; but I heard lots about them from my mother. 
 
Of Emil and Arthur I am sorry but I really know nothing. They were not 
in Cape Town that I was aware of. I do not think they ever married.  
 
To the stamps, and the beginning of this story: 
My parents had boxes of stamps in their basement at Broadoak all from 
AWB’s collection and as they knew nothing about them they asked a close 
friend of the family who was an expert in this field to assist – big 
mistake. He took them and said they were not worth much – he did give 
them something for the lot and that was that. Time passed and one day 
my father was walking in town and he bumped into a friend who 
congratulated him on “The Burmester Collection” and said he must be in 
the “pound seats”. Worth a large amount! What my father thought only he 
knew...... 
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Well that is all I think. Hope it has been helpful and that it was 
worth the effort and time on your part. Carol 
 

 
 
SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH FINDINGS in October 2011: 
 
Emil Burmester (snr) 22.9.1832 – 29.10.1919, emigration from Germany to 
England 
 
Port of Arrival: London, England 
Arrival Date: 31 Mar 1854 
Port of Departure: Hamburg, Germany 
Ship: Caledonia 
Country of Origin/Native of: Brunswick, Germany 
 
His wife, Karoline Agnes Augusta née EYSERBECK c.1843 – 28.2.1919, and 
he hailed from Brunswick; and there were EYSERBECK's living in London 
in the 1860's. 
 
The six children born to the couple were Emil Wells Burmester (1866), 
Alice Eveline Burmester (1872), Alfred William Burmester (1874), Daisy 
Maude Burmester (1876), Arthur Phillipp Burmester (1879) and Albert 
Victor Burmester (1880). 
 

 
 
Emil Wells Burmester 0.0.1866 -    . Biographical notes 
 
Mr E W Burmester (b. abt 1866) Age: 30 Occupation: Jeweller 
Port of Departure: (Natal / Algoa Bay) Cape Town 
Arrival Date: December 1896 Port of Arrival: London, England 
Ship Name:  Norham Castle  Class: 1st class  Master’s Name: J B Harrison 
Shipping Line: Donald Currie & Co's Colonial Mail Line of Steamers 
 
Marriages Mar QRT 1897 
Barmester [sic] Emil Wells St. Giles vol. 1b p.686 (wife: NN) 
 

 
 
Alice Eveline Burmester. 31.12.1872 – 1.8.1954 
 

 
 
Alfred William Burmester 0.0.1874 – 23.10.1954 
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Daisy (Dorchen) Maude Burmester 11.5.1876 - 16.2.1965 
 
 

 
 

Western Cape, Cape Town, MAITLAND, Woltemade Cemetery 
 

 
 
Arthur Phillipp Burmester. 0.9.1879 – 8.9.1917. Biographical notes 
 
Arthur P(hillipp) Burmester (b. abt 1880) Age: 34 Occupation: Jeweller 
Port of Departure: (Natal / Algoa Bay) Cape Town  
Arrival Date: 5 May 1914 Port of Arrival: Southampton, England  
Ship Name: Kenilworth Castle 
Shipping Line: The Union Castle Mail Steamship Company 
 
Travelled together with A A W Dichmont Age: 27 Occupation: Solicitor 
 

 
 
Albert Victor Burmester. 26.12.1880 – 30.6.1963 Biographical notes 
 
Emma (Emchen) Anna née HENGELHAUPT lxxi. 11.9.1886 – 28.1.1965 
 
Albert V Burmester (b. abt 1881) Age: 45   Occupation: Electrical 
Engineer, his wife Emma (Age 39) and daughter, Dorothy (Age 19)  
Port of Departure: (Natal / Algoa Bay) Cape Town  
Arrival Date: 10 May 1926 Port of Arrival: Southampton, England in 
transit for Germany 
Ship’s Name: Kenilworth Castle 
Shipping Line: The Union Castle Mail Steamship Company 
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Western Cape, Cape Town, MAITLAND, Woltemade Cemetery 
 

 
 
24  November  2011 Frederich (Friedrich) Julius SPIRO (?1863 -1930) 
Please see correspondence below 
 
There appear to have been three Friedrich Spiros of note: the first 
Friedrich (given as Dr.Phil. Berlin) wrote something praising Meyer 
Isler in 1855 (British Library catalogue). He may have been the father 
of the second Friedrich lxxii who was born in 1863 or 1864. He published 
his thesis (all 70 pp. of it!) in 1884, appears to have been a 
philologist and author of note. Inter alia he published something on 
the Greek geographer Pausanias - Pausaniae Graeciae Descriptio: Spiro, 
Fridericus [Nom de personne] - in 1903 lxxiii. The third Friedrich Spiro 
was a musicologist, writer and critic of stature who flourished at 
about the same time lxxiv. Despite enquiring of scholars in London, 
Oxford and Cambridge, this matter remains unsettled. 
 
2012/05/14 11:19 AM Friedrich Julius Spiro 
The following letter was received from Prof. Aldo Corcella of POTENZA  
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I read your fascinating paper on E. Burmester. I can give you some more 
information on the Spiros. 
 
Your first Friedrich Spiro (Berlin 30.III.1824 - 3 or 4.VII.1864), son 
of Joel Salomon Spiro (who came to Berlin from Posen) and Ernestine 
Spiro née Spiro, was a classical scholar, pupil of August Boeckh in 
Berlin, and co-founder of the antiquarian bookshop S. Calvary & Co. I 
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am writing a paper on his life, his works and his difficulties as a Jew 
in the Prussia of the 50s. 
 
As for your second and third Friedr. Spiros, they are in fact but one 
and the same person: Friedrich Julius Spiro (Berlin 28.XII.1863 - Basel 
13.IX.1940), both a classical scholar and a musicologist, who studied 
under Wilamowitz (in Greifswald) and Franz Liszt (some pieces of whom 
he also arranged for piano); after some years in Berlin, in 1891 he 
went to Rome, where he lived up to 1914 together with his wife, the 
violinist Assia Rombro (b. 1873); at the outburst of WWI the couple was 
forced to go back to Germany (where Friedrich taught at the 
Fürstenwalde Gymnasium near Berlin), but being Jews they eventually 
(1939!) had to emigrate to Switzerland, where Friedrich's brother Carl, 
a famous biochemist (Berlin 24.VI.1867 - Wimmenau 21.III.1932), had 
already moved in 1921. On him you could see L. Lehnus, "Ippocrate, 
Prognostico: voci dalla Graeca di Wilamowitz", in M.P. Bologna e M. 
Ornaghi (eds.), Signa Antiquitatis. Atti dei Seminari di Dipartimento 
2010 [«Quaderni di Acme» 128], Milano 2011, pp.101-120: 111-112. 
 
Friedrich Sr. and Friedrich Jr. were somehow relatives, but not father 
and son: Friedrich Jr.'s father was indeed Paul Spiro, owner of a 
chemical/metallurgical factory (producing colorants from bronze 
powders); his mother was Agnes Landsberg (see i.a. the Vita at the end 
of Friedrich Jr.'s Ph.D. dissertation). In his youth, when he was still 
a simple agent, Paul Spiro lived for some years at the same Berlin 
address as Friedrich Sr.; he does not seem, however, to have been a 
brother of his (he is not reported in the Berlin Jewish birth registers 
you can consult, for instance, in the Jacob Jacobson collection at the 
site of the Leo Baeck Institute), maybe he was a cousin (please 
remember that not only Friedrich Sr.'s father but also his mother bore 
the surname Spiro). 
 
As for your Friedrich Julius Spiro (d. 1930!), he cannot of course be 
identified with either Friedrich Sr. (d. 1864!) or Friedrich Jr. (d. 
1940; by the way, in 1894, when Emily Agnes Elisabeth Spiro was born, 
he lived in Rome and with any likelihood he had already married Assia 
Rombro, even if I do not know when he exactly did). By examining the 
Berliner Adressbücher of the last decades of the 19th and the first 
decades of the 20th centuries (they can be consulted here: 
adressbuch.zlb.de) one finds a "F. Spiro, Kaufmann", who in 1893 lived 
at the same address (Wilhelmstr. 44) as E. Spiro née Rohland; this 
Marie Elisabeth (Elise) Rohland Spiro was the widow of Gustav Spiro (b. 
1828), brother of Friedrich Sr., and had inherited the family business 
(a clothes manufacture, once owned by Ernestine Spiro, Friedrich Sr.'s 
and Gustav's mother). There were more than one Spiro family in Berlin, 
but I would guess that your Friedrich Julius Spiro was the son of 
Gustav Spiro and Elisabeth Rohland, or in any case a member of this 
family (where the names Friedrich and Julius=Joel are well attested; a 
sister of Friedrich Sr.'s was called Agnes Julia; may the name of 
Alice's daughter, Emily Agnes Elisabeth, be of any significance?). 
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I hope these data can help you in your researches. 
Yours sincerely 
 
Aldo Corcella 
 
Professor of Classics 
Università della Basilicata 
via N. Sauro 85,  
85100 Potenza Italy

 
 
Elaine Dorothy MAGGS. Biographical notes 
 
Elaine Dorothy Maggs.  

 Birth Date of Registration: 23.3.1881 Registration district: 
Exeter County: Devon. Vol: 5b p:99  

 Parents: Joseph Herbert Maggs (b. 13.1.1857 Melksham, Wiltshire, 
England d. CPT 1937 lxxv) and Annie NN (Shrewsbury, Shropshire, 
England).  

 Siblings: Reginald Maggs (b. 1.4.1883 Melksham, Wiltshire, 
England d. Dec QRT 1898 Eastbourne), Cecil Herbert Maggs (b. Mar 
QRT 1885 Melksham, Wiltshire, England d. Dec QRT 1918 Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, England) Marjory Gladys Maggs (b. 13.7.1887 Melksham, 
Wiltshire, England d. Natal 1971 lxxvi) 

 
Citations in the United Kingdom Arts and Humanities Research Council 
collections of Concert Programmes: 

 F. Gilbert Webb collection: Royal Philharmonic Society (1902-08): 
1903-04 (nos. 1-7)  

 Strolling Players Amateur Orchestral Society (1899-1900)  
 Sterndale Bennett collection: Analytical Programmes Vol. II 

(1900-04) 
 
Citation in the National Library of New Zealand: 

 Ladies' Column. Star , Putanga 8028, 4 Pipiri 1904, p. 3 
 Mimes And Music. Evening Post, Rōrahi LXXV, Putanga 63, 14 

Poutūterangi 1908, p.11 
 The Lorgnette Observer, Rōrahi XXVIII, Putanga 28, 28 

Poutūterangi 1908, pp.6 
 
Citation in The Mercury (Hobart, Tasmania: 1860-1954) Tuesday 3 March 
1908 
 Miss Dorothy Maggs, a talented young Australian [sic] pianist, 
who has achieved considerable success in London musical circles, is 
returning to Australia with her own company on a tour. She will arrive 
in Sydney this month. 
 
Citation in The Musical Times and Singing Class Circular, Vol. 38, No. 
653 (Jul. 1, 1897), pp. 480-481 
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Citations in Books:  

 Foster, Myles Birket. History of the Philharmonic society of 
London 1813-1912. A record of a hundred years' work in the cause 
of music. 1904; p.37 

 Grove, George. Grove's dictionary of music and musicians. Ed: 
J.A.Fuller Maitland.  1907; p.158 

 Stimie, A. Cosmopolitanism in early Afrikaans music 
historiography, 1910-1948. Luijt, J. (Toonkunst). 1918. Muziekale 
kroniek: Piano en viool recital door Dorothy Maggs en Mev. Young. 
12 April 1918. 3(841):2. 

 Lewis, Thos. H. Women of South Africa: a historical, educational 
& industrial encyclopaedia & social directory of the women of the 
sub-continent. Publ:Cape Town: Le Quesne & Hooten-Smith. 1913; p. 
49. A Biographical entry: 

Burmester, (Mrs.) A.W. (née Dorothy Maggs). Wife of A.W. 
Burmester, Esquire, Jeweller, Cape Town, Cape Province. Born 
at Exeter, Devonshire. Daughter of J. Herbert Maggs, Esquire. 
Educated at Eastbourne, England. Studied Music (pianoforte) in 
London, and had the honour of playing before Queen Alexandra 
and King George V. (then Prince of Wales), and was made an 
Associate of the London Philharmonic Society. Has been 
associated with Kuhelik and most of the leading violinists of 
the day in Recital work, both in London and the Provinces. Is 
keenly interested in S.A., the home of her adoption, in which 
she has resided 7 years. 1 Daughter Eliane Dorothy. 

  
 
Correspondence from Anton van Vliet, Barrydale, Cape, June 2012 
 
“I am the 'koster' at the Barrydale NG Kerk. A clock carrying  
E Burmester embossing is installed in our spire. The clock has become 
unserviceable. I noticed the existing E Burmester name plates are 
screwed on. Took them off and volia! The attached montage shows the 
clock as built by JF Weule, Bockenem”. Johann Friedrich Weule (1811-
1897) founded company in 1836; it continued under his son Friedrich 
Weule (1855-1952) from 1879 and his son, Friedrich Weule Jr. (1883-
1954) from 1913. It finally went into liquidation 1954.  
Ref: http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._F._Weule 
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Photographs from Anton van Vliet, Barrydale, Cape 2012 
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ENDNOTES 
 
i  June 1905 de la Rue printing of Orange River Colony 1d. carmine on white paper, 
envelope sized 140 x 79mm. Wepener canceller (Putzel No. 4) to E. Burmester, 86 Adderley 
Street, Cape Town. 
 
ii  KAB CO. 4581 page 285 
 
iii  The six children born to the couple were Emil Wells Burmester, Alice Eveline 
Burmester, Alfred William Burmester, Daisy Maude Burmester, Albert Victor Burmester and 
Arthur Phillipp Burmester. 
 
 
iv MOOC 6/9/1613.91, 13/1/4957, 13/1/3947.90, 13/1/4957.755 
 
v   A personal communication with the Chief Archivist, Thűn regarding the whereabouts of 
the grave elicited the following response: "Sehr geehrter Herr Doktor, Besten Dank für 
Ihr Mail. Leider muss ich Ihnen mitteilen, dass die Gräber aufgehoben wurden, d. h. sie 
existieren nicht mehr. Ort: Städtischer Friedhof, Pestalozzistrasse. Grabsteine: nicht 
mehr vorhanden. Mit freundlichen Grüssen. Stadtarchiv Thűn, Dr. J(on). Keller" 
 
vi  In a later street directory [1940], 13 Rhine Road is shown to be occupied by A W 
Burmester and named "Pinewood" 
 
vii  Emily Agnes Elisabeth Spiro-Burmester died at Sea Point Place on 27 September 1982, 
aged 88 years, was cremated on 30 September 1982 and her ashes scatted on 4 October 1982. 
MHC 1982/6845 
 
viii MOOC 6/9/22895.4327/54, 6/9/17590.5307/50 
 
ix MOOC 6/9/4987.56664 
 
x Under "E BURMESTER: WORLD WAR I and THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED" below see Penge, Egnep Ltd. 
and Asbestos mining. 
 
xi "Knightons" was a nursing home situated at the corner of Wellington Avenue and 
Wellington Road, Wynberg.  
 
xii  A cremation service was held at Maitland on Monday 25 October 1954, Rev. Schmitz 
officiating. Present was his daughter, Mrs G Pallett. AWB's address is given as 13 Rhine 
Road, Sea Point. His attending general practitioner had been Dr J(im) Arnott of Mowbray. 
His ashes were scattered in the Garden of Repose on the 26th.  
 
xiii  MOOC 6/9/23238.5854/54 
 
xiv By 1975, this address had changed to "Broad Oak", 30 Rosmead Avenue, Oranjezicht. 
 
xv RUHLEBEN, near Spandau, Berlin, was a horse racecourse, turned into a prisoners-of-war 
camp for 4500 males, enemy civilians who found themselves living in or visiting Germany 
at the outbreak of the World War I. (see Research notes: www.pelteret.co.za) 
 
xvi Telegram from HAUSER, Bienne to AWB: "Arthur both lungs tuberculosis with one large 
cavern, always fever. There is danger to life but not presently. Arthur is quite ignorant 
of his severe illness. We do all we can. Just now much better". 
 
xvii William Benedict EIGENMANN was born 29 September 1858 in Muolen Switzerland and died 
in Cape Town on 14 March 1922. He married Louisa Frederika HOFMANN (10 April 1861 - 1 
January 1936) in Cape Town. The marriage was childless. He arrived in the Cape in 1879. 
He is described as a Director of Companies (inter alia Imperial Cold Storage) and served 
as Swiss consul 1916-1922, with Albert Bickel as his secretary. His obituary, Cape Times 
15 March 1922, reads "His genial personality, gracious courtesy and extreme good nature 
endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. During the war his energies were 
severely taxed owing to the duties attached to his Consular work, and his valuable aid 
and advice was always at the disposal of his countrymen." In his will, he lists three 
relatives in Switzerland: Johann E. of Muolen, Albert E. of Rotmonten near St. Galen, 
Xavier E. of Herisau. MOOC 6/9/1678.1383 SAB BNS 1/7/29.2374, SAB GG 565 9/27/206, SAB GG 
687 9/113/11  
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xviii SULZHAYN, Thuringen, Germany (Latitude: 51° 36' 0 N, Longitude: 10° 41' 60 E) 
 
xix  Her address was 1a Ehrenbrechtstrasse, Braunschweig. The historic English name for 
BRAUNSCHWEIG is Brunswick, or Brunswiek, Lower Saxony. This was the city of origin of 
Ludwig Karl Emil Burmester.  
 
xx Max Theodor NEUGEBAUER was born in Glaucha, Saxony in September 1874. He died in Cape 
Town on 17 April 1927. MOOC 6/9/3124.14515, 13/1/4654.4 He had married Marian BOCOCK in 
London on 7 December 1906. A naturalized British citizen, in Cape Town he represented 
Messrs. Rudolf Neugebauer & Co., of Hamburg as Messrs. Neugebauer South Africa. He lived 
in "Wyndover" Belvedere Rd., Claremont. The couple had 6 children. The eldest, Marian 
Ellen Neugebauer was APB's God-daughter. 
 
Of interest to note is that the two sons of Neugebauer, Hans Max Theodore de Kaap N. and 
Peter Herman de Kaap N. adopted their mother's maiden name as their surname; thus 
becoming Ian Maxwell Theodore de Kaap Bocock MOOC 6/9/11128.93900 and Peter Henry de Kaap 
Bocock (Deed Poll 1947). 34025 IMTdK Bocock died, a Squadron Leader and fighter pilot 
over the Lewes-Brighton Road, Sussex, on 24 April 1943. He is buried at Littlehampton. 
 
xxi  MOOC 6/9/1678.1383, 13/1/4413.260, KAB 3/CT 4/1/4/33.B76/4.  The National Archives of 
United Kingdom, Kew, holds a document FO 383/322 (formerly Files 126558-162950) Foreign 
Office: Prisoners of War and Aliens Department dated 1917, in which the "Repatriation of 
Arthur P Burmester, residing with his sister in Brunswick, to South Africa" is addressed. 
  
xxii  KAB 2/1/1/666.323 
 
xxiii Catherine Johanna HEYDENRYCH (HEYDENRICH) was born in Cape Town circa 1859. She 
married Michael BROOKER, by whom she had 10 children, and lived in Kimberley. She died in 
Kempton Park. 
 
xxiv  Gladys Isabella NEEZER was born in Cape Town on 28 February 1890, the daughter of 
William Godfried Lewis Neezer and Mary Ellen Maria Doyle. She was unmarried.   
 
xxv  Tielman Francois MARAIS, then a General Dealer, voluntarily surrendered his insolvent 
estate on 23 September 1914. As is common in such situations, a Death Notice was not 
filed subsequently. 
 
xxvi  In 1929, Georg Martin STELZNER was a Jeweller in Norman's Buildings, Church Square, 
Cape Town. KAB 3/CT 4/2/1/3/404.B2253. It appears that he died in 1947. No estate papers 
have been found. The following is the only archive record found relating to this person. 
SAB BVE 698 W19/522 Letter from Bisset, Boehmke & McBlain, attorneys, Cape Times 
Building, St. George's Street, Cape Town, dated 16/9/1947 to the Custodian of Enemy 
Property, Pretoria, regarding money/securities in Germany.  Pretoria replied that they 
can dispose of it as they wish as "the property in Germany of persons in the Union does 
not fall under my control." 
 
xxvii  Gladys Isabella NEEZER b 28 February 1890 (unmarried) (do. William Godfried Lewis 
Neezer and Mary Ellen Maria Doyle)  
 
xxviii  Cornelius Bernardus MANEVELD was born in Cape Town circa April 1865 and died there 
20 July 1928, the son of Frederick and Clara Maneveld. He married Catherine Jane Endley 
with whom he had 7 children. Most of his life, he worked as an insurance agent. He is 
buried in the Dutch Reformed Church Graveyard, Main Road, Observatory. MOOC 
6/9/3370.19400  
 
xxix Abdol KARRIEM was born in St. Helena circa 1858 and died in Cape Town 6 June 1925. He 
married Naseba Karriem by Moslem rites. All his children predeceased him. He was 
"business messenger for Burmester". MOOC 6/9/2799.8011 
 
xxx  KAB LC 393.2623 
 
xxxi  I believe this to be Artur FINCK born in Basel, Switzerland 22 February 1909, the son 
of Theobald Finck and Christine Kramer 
 
xxxii Joseph Herbert MAGGS was born in Wiltshire circa 1856 died 8 October 1937. He married 
twice: first unknown, by whom he had two daughters, the future Mesdames Burmester and 
Kitchener; second, Ethel Maud née RUMBLE  MOOC 6/9/4987.56664 
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xxxiii  Archibald Alexander William DICHMONT was born in Lancashire on 16 December 1886 and 
died in Cape Town on 22 June 1977, the son of Archibald Dichmont MOOC 6/9/3070.13445 and 
Katherine MACLEAN. He married twice, the first wife being Daisy Hester Esther HARRIS MOOC 
6/9/5171.61410 by whom he had two children; the second, Stella Florence Youle SHAVE. He 
lived in Green Point.           
 
xxxiv  Edward Victor DICHMONT was born in Lancashire circa January 1893 and died 11 
December 1946, the son of Archibald Dichmont and Katherine MacLean. He married Caroline 
KERR by whom he had 3 children. A solicitor, he lived in Rondebosch. 
MOOC 6/9/13470.6192/46 
 
xxxv  DOC 4/1/701.565 
 
xxxvi  DOC 4/1/1257.2083 
 
xxxvii  Alfred William Burmester had Power of Attorney for Emil Wells Burmester, Alice 
Eveline Spiro and Daisy Maude Burmester. He favoured A A Dichmont being appointed 
executor of the estate. This was opposed by his brother Albert Victor Burmester who 
favoured the appointment of Charles Frederick Faure-Juritz (Secretary of Colonial Orphan 
Chamber and Trust Company) who, in Berlin on 30 May 1912, had been given General Power of 
Attorney by the father. This dispute was resolved by both being appointed executors.  
 
A further dispute relating to disbursements and seemingly orchestrated by Albert Victor 
Burmester was settled when AVB relented "in fulfillment of my late father's wishes", thus 
allowing AWB. to buy the Adderley Street property from his siblings for a total sum of 
£45,500. The exact origin and nature of these disputes are not explicit in the estate 
files. 
 
xxxviii  MOOC 13/1/4957.755 
 
xxxix Union Gazette Vol. LV No. 1367 8 February 1924 
 
xl  The Directory of Cape Town Suburbs and Simon's Town 1900 reveals that between 
Shortmarket and Longmarket Streets, Cape Town, lay the following: 68-70 Adderley St. 
Duncan, Wm. & Co., Drapers, Dressmakers, Milliners & carpet Warehousers, WD Baxter 
principal, CW steward, manager; Burmester Chambers was being rebuilt; 78 Adderley St. 
Burmester E Jeweller, Watchmaker, Optician etc., also Lampware Importer; 80 Adderley St. 
Bruce Jas & Co. Tailors and Robemakers; 82 Adderley St. vacant; 84 Adderley St. the Cigar 
Box, Mrs Chambers, proprietress, Harris & Co., Jeweller, Watchmaker 
  
xli  MOOC 13/1/3947.90 
 
xlii  KAB 3/CT 4/1/5/266.C1104/5, PAS 2/634.L19/5/493, KAB 3/CT 4/1/5/220.C707/5 
 
xliii  KAB 3/CT 4/2/1/6/138.S19/27/2617 
 
xliv  Rice Daniel JONES was the eldest of 8 children born to Rice Jones Jones (1780-1863) 
MOOC 6/9/103.399.  Both he and his father were professional auctioneers. A plethora of 
documents attest to the success of the business, the earliest record unearthed relating 
to RDJ being dated 1847 and the last 1870. He was born 1823 and died in Cape Town on 8 
May 1872, aged 49 years MOOC 6/9/139.8185  
  
xlv  Reference: The International Guide to Nineteenth-Century Photographers and their works 
provides the following note: Photos dated: 1860s; Processes: Albumin; Formats: Stereos; 
Subjects: Topography; Locations: South Africa; Studio: South Africa; Entries: Christies, 
London 06/28/1984: 37a (Lot, B et al). 
 
xlvi MOIB 2/965.8.  Liquidation and Distribution Account of Insolvent Estate of Arthur 
Green of Cape Town, photographer. Advertised in Government Gazette 6 December 1862. Filed 
Master's Office 6 December 1862. Notice expired 20 December 1862. 
 
xlvii  James LAWRENCE had been in the Cape Colony at least 13 years when, in April 1861, he 
left the building trade and opened a photographic studio in Ashley Street, Cape Town. He 
employed his brothers Alexander Lawrence and Colin Gibb Lawrence as assistants. In 1864, 
he joined his brother Colin Gibb Lawrence in a partnership, Lawrence Bros. Their youngest 
brother, William and George Francis Ashley began their photographic careers here as 
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assistants, to be joined later by Thomas C. Henderson. Having sold their business, James 
and Colin Gibb Lawrence returned to England on 24 April 1865. 
 
xlviii  Arthur MARTIN was a trader/business man. He was born in St. Agnes, Cornwall on 28 
August 1802 and died in his home, 1 Dorp Street, Cape Town, on 6 July 1889. 
MOOC 6/9/199.7148 
 
xlix  William MORGANT arrived in Cape Town together with his wife on 19 September, 1849.  
An artist by profession, he first established himself at 59 Plein Street, Cape Town, as 
an art teacher and historical, portrait and landscape painter. In August 1853, he became 
the first Cape photographer to use both the collotype and daguerreotype processes, 
introducing painted backdrops as props. Initially unsuccessful, he re-established himself 
as a collodion photographer in 1861, specialising in the colouring of photographs. In 
June 1865, Morgant closed his studio and left the Colony. 
 
l  For a photographer of such note, this photograph is surprisingly poorly composed. 
Clearly, it is two prints joined seemingly to create a panoramic view. I suspect that 
Green is tricking his audience; that he has placed himself in both halves of the final 
photograph and that whilst in the one half the face is obscured (Green with helper), in 
the other the face is quite distinct (Green reclining). The Ego and the Alta Ego! 
 
li  Correspondence between the Governor of the Cape, Sir Philip Edmond Wodehouse KCB. and 
the Secretary for State, the Duke of Newcastle, refers to reports by inter alia the 
Collector of Customs, William Field, in which the "Georgia", "Alabama" and uncondemned 
prize "Tuscaloosa" are in Simons Bay in September 1863; and the "Alabama" again in Table 
Bay in March 1864. KAB GH 23/29. 104, 146, 158   KAB GH 23/31. 14, 108, 125.  
 
The "Tuscaloosa" was formerly the "Conrad" of Philadelphia, a 500 ton barque, captured by 
Capt. Semmes on 4 November 1863 off Brazil, and commissioned as a Confederate cruiser. 
 
On 19 June, 1864, off the coast of Cherbourg, France, CSS Alabama was outgunned and sunk 
by the USS Kearsarge. "GG Lancaster [of Kelmarsh Hall] was on board his father's steam 
yacht, The Deerhound, off Cherbourg [watching the action together with his children] ……… 
[and] rescued 13 officers and 26 sailors from the Alabama". 
 
The hospitality shown the Alabama at all levels, breaches of "the declared policy of 
British neutrality and her Majesty's dignity", were protested by the then United States 
Consul in Cape Town, Walter Graham and US Minister to the Court of St. James, Charles 
Adams. A querulous Duke of Newcastle castigated Wodehouse, citing these acts as "being in 
violation of Her Majesty's orders made for the purpose of maintaining her neutrality" KAB 
GH 1/299. 140. 
 
The breaches of neutrality remained a lively point of dispute between the British and 
American Governments until September 1872, when Gladstone, following arbitration, settled 
the issue by paying $15.5 million in gold to the Americans, in lieu of damages inflicted 
on New England shipping by the Alabama, Florida and Shenandoah.  
   
lii  Merseyside Maritime Museum possesses photographs of the ship CSS Alabama taken on 
board the Alabama by Arthur Green whilst the ship was at Table Bay, Cape Town, in early 
August 1863. This unique occasion is reported in the Cape Argus 6 August 1863. 
Subsequently, the photographs were offered for sale to the public from the offices of the 
Cape Argus. 
 
Apparently, stamps on the back of the photographs indicate that they once belonged to JGM 
BERNARD (JGMB), then the Superintendent of the (Union) Boating Company of Port Elizabeth. 
JGMB died aged 76 years on 23 July 1907. A farmer on "Upsher", district Balfour, he 
fathered 16 children by two wives. 
 
liii  A photograph taken on board CSS Alabama [Photo #: NH 57256] of Captain Raphael 
Semmes, CSS Alabama's commanding officer and his executive officer, First Lieutenant John 
M. Kell during their visit to Cape Town in August 1863. Collection of Rear Admiral Ammen 
C. Farenholt is in the U.S. Naval Historical Centre. The back is embossed E Burmester.   
 
liv  The Auction was advertised under Legal Notices: The Cape of Good Hope Government 
Gazette on 8 April 1864; and conducted by Caffyn & Moore. I have not been able to find 
the inventory nor the Bill of Sale. Robert Henry CAFFYN was born in Horsham, Sussex in 
August 1816 and died 31 January 1892, aged 77 years and 11 months. MOOC 6/9/330.1491 
Joseph Ross MOORE was born Cape Town in July 1833 and died 31 March 1874 "on the 
Edinburgh Castle off Madeira", aged 40 years and 8 months MOOC 6/9/147.354. 
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lv  Quoted in Bull M & Denfield J: In April 1864, F HELDZINGER bought at public auction 
Green's stock of negatives, offering positives for sale through his own emporium. 
Heldzinger finally sold his stock, inclusive of Green's negatives, in April 1869 and left 
the Cape. No further details are known to me. 
 
lvi  Photograph CSS Alabama [Photo #: NH 57256] dated at rear 1867. 
   
lvii  James Edward BRUTON was born of 1820 settler stock in Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape, 
in 1838. His parents, Thomas Bruton (27) and Charlotte (24) had arrived there on board 
the Zoroaster from Downs as members of the Thornhill party on 12 February 1820. In 1858, 
he opened his first photographic studio. He was 19 years of age.  From 1858 until 1874, 
he combined the skill of photography with the art of a tobacconist until 1874, when he 
left to establish a studio in Cape Town, living at "Kloof Lodge", Kloof Street. His 
enterprising and progressive nature ensured his financial success. His career was 
punctuated by photographic firsts and commercial entrepreneurship. In the 1890s, he 
settled in the Isle of Man where died in 1918. His legacy is an invaluable photographic 
record of scenes and events in Port Elizabeth.   
 
lviii  SAB BNS 1/7/29.2374, SAB GG 565 9/27/206, SAB GG 687 9/113/11 
 
lix  The 2nd Liquidation Account MOOC 13/1/4957.755, years after the first, was generated 
solely with regard to the final refunding of monies in respect of rents collected during 
the war, "less administration charges". This amounted to a payment of £18/6/9 to each of 
the beneficiaries of the estate. Union Gazette Vol. LV No. 1367, dated 8 February 1924. 
  
lx  Egnep is "Penge", the name of the home of AWB. in Kloof Street, Sea Point written in 
reverse 
  
lxi  KAB CSC 2/1/1/927.22 
 
lxii Penge is a village heavily contaminated by asbestos waste, situated in the Olifants 
River valley in present day Mpumalanga. Penge, the largest mine for amosite asbestos in 
the world between 1920 and 1992, was owned by Cape Asbestos, a subsidiary of Cape Plc, a 
British multinational company, and later by Gencor, a South African investment firm. It 
was closed in 1992, Ref: Firm wants to move families to asbestos wasteland. Morris, R. 
Business Report. March 20, 2007. Later Penge Mine was used as a training base for askaris 
by the Security Branch of the South African Police. Ref: AC/99/0033 TRUTH AND 
RECONCILIATION COMMISSION Amnesty Committee Application In Terms Of Section 18 Of The 
Promotion Of National Unity And Reconciliation Act, No. 34 Of 1995 Willem Wouter Mentz 
Applicant (Am 2775.96) 
 
lxiii  Sadly, all records relating to the family Burmester are missing presumed destroyed 
by the firm Dichmont & Thomson of Cape Town  
  
lxiv  Reference: Opinions of The Lords of Appeal for Judgment in the Cause Schalk Willem 
Burger Lubbe (Suing as Administrator of the Estate of Rachel Jacoba Lubbe) and 4 Others 
(Appellants) and Cape Plc (Respondent) and Related Appeals, on 20 July 2000. 
http://www.btinternet.com/~ibas/lords_cape.htm  
 
lxv  Johannes Joachim Ernst Burmeister (aka. John Burmester) described himself on his 
embossed letterhead as a "miner, finance house and estate broker"; his death certificate 
reflects him as being a "Timber Merchant - Retired of independent means". He was born in 
Bremen circa July 1868 and died a wealthy man on 5 May 1946 at Thurloe Square, London  
MOOC 6/9/13406.5840/46    
 
lxvi  Francois Desire Joseph Antoine Evenepoel is described as a "Mining Engineer" or 
"Prospector & Civil Engineer". Born in Brussels circa February 1876 and died 30 September 
1951. MOOC 6/9/18868.6143/51. He appears to have lived a complicated, somewhat sordid and 
unhappy life CSC 2/1/1/1293.201. Within close proximity of the land transaction, FD 
Evenepoel had Discoverer's Rights to Limestone and Gypsum deposits ("The Marble and Lime 
Syndicate": FD Evenepoel, GM Guthrie, R Neilans) and National Portland Cement leased a 
portion of this land paying royalties to Evenepoel. The Marble and Lime Syndicate project 
did not succeed for reasons that are obscure.   
 
lxvii  Personal Records of John Burmester: A.2038 vol.1 A29; col.2 B15 
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lxviii Examples: Mr A W Burmester (Age 38) Jeweller, his wife Mrs D (Age 32) his daughter ED 
(infant)travelled aboard the Kenilworth Castle (Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company Ltd ) 
1st class leaving Cape Town and arriving Southampton 21 Jun 1913 
Alfred W Burmester (Age 44) Jeweller, travelled aboard the Durham Castle (Union-Castle 
Mail Steamship Company Ltd ) 1st class leaving Cape Town and arriving Southampton 3 Jun 
1919 
 
lxix Mädchen in Uniform (Girls in Uniform), a 1931 German feature-length film based on the 
novel and play Gestern und heute by Christa Winsloe and directed by Leontine Sagan with 
significant artistic direction from Carl Froelich, who funded the film. It is noted as 
the first feature film to be produced with an openly pro-lesbian storyline and remains a 
cult film among lesbians (Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org) 
 
lxx "Knightons" was a nursing home situated at the corner of Wellington Avenue and 
Wellington Road, Wynberg. Both Alfred William Burmester and she died here, I believe. 
 
lxxi Of interest the following: Miss Lina Marie Hengelhaupt, of German nationality, a 
nurse, left Cape Town aboard the Galician (Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company Ltd) 
arriving in Southampton 20 Apr 1911 
 
lxxii See Biography of Margarete Bieber, which refers to Professor Spiro and his Russian-
born wife, Assia, a violist (circa 1908), all then living in Rome 
 
lxxiii To a Friedrich Julius Spiro is attributed the authorship of Der kyklische Dactylus 
und die lesbische Lyrik. Yale University Library. The word 'kyklische', is a technical 
term for a kind of metre, used to note certain dactyls and anapests. One form of Greek 
lyric poetry was developed by Sappho, who lived on Lesbos and celebrated affection 
between women.  
 
lxxiv Friedrich Spiro married to Alma Spiro (see photo. Gustav Mahler – 1910; Three rarely 
performed choral works of Beethoven's / Siegfried OCHS and Mrs. Spiro – 1886) 
 
lxxv KAB = Cape Archives Repository   

 KAB MOOC VOLUME_NO 6/9/4987 REFERENCE 56664 DESCRIPTION: MAGGS, JOSEPH HERBERT. 
ESTATE PAPERS. 1937 

 KAB CSC VOLUME_NO 2/2/1/449 REFERENCE 105 DESCRIPTION: RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF 
PROVISIONAL CASE. EXECUTRIX OF ESTATE LATE JOSEPH HERBERT MAGGS VERSUS GASTON 
(AUGUSTIN NARCISSE) DUBRAY. 1937 

 
lxxvi NAB = Pietermaritzburg Archives Repository 

 NAB MSCE REFERENCE 466/1966 DESCRIPTION: KITCHENER, WILLIAM ALFRED. BORN IN EAST 
LONDON, CAPE PROVINCE. S SP KITCHENER, MARJORIE GLADYS. BORN MAGGS. SINCE DECEASED 
ESTATE NO. 3026/1971. DECEASED ESTATE.  1966.                                         

 NAB MSCE REFERENCE 3026/1971 DESCRIPTION: KITCHENER, MARJORIE GLADYS. (BORN 
MAGGS). BORN IN WILTS, ENGLAND. PRSP WILLIAM ALFRED KITCHENER. ESTATE NO. 
466/1966. DECEASED ESTATE. 1970  


