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VEREENIGING HET ROODE KRUIS VAN GENÈVA. 
Oranje Vrystaat Afdeling – Ambulance Commissie 
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Text: in Dutch & English 

Red Cross Society of Geneva. 
Orange Free State-Ambulance Commission 

In terms of the Resolution of the Volksraad, dated 17th May, 1897 
We hereby certify that bearer [C W Kies] 

is an active and enrolled member of this Society and is entitled to the mark of neutrality and the privileges 
of the Geneva Convention. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  [January 20th 1900] 
 [G.A. Hill] Secretary [Melius de Villiers] Chairman 

 
Canceller:  indistinct stamp of Orange Free State-Ambulance Division, Bloemfontein in red ink. 
Script: hand-written in black ink diagonally across certificate 
Uitgereikt door  } 
Issued by          } A.E.W. Ramsbottom  F.R.C.S.  P.M.O. 
 
  

ORANJE VRYSTAAT AFDELING – AMBULANCE COMMISSIE 

Through the assistance of the Consul-General of the Oranje Vrijstaat Republiek (O.V.S.) in Holland, Dr 
H.P.N. Muller i, the republic was ratified as a signatory to the Geneva Convention in 28 September 1897 ii .  
In September 1899, the Volkraad requested Dr A.E.W. Ramsbottom, then a general practitioner, to 
establish an ambulance corp; and appointed him as  als Hoofd van het O.V.S. Ambulans  (Principal Medical 
Officer of the OVS Red Cross Ambulance) assisted by an Ambulance Commission constituted of Judge M 
de Villiers (Chairman), J D Palmer, Advocate G A Hill (Secretary) and T Elliott (Registrar).   

De Villiers makes the point that there was little formal medical organisation in the O.V.S., with doctors 
tending to volunteer their services without expectation of neither reward nor reimbursement for expenses. 
Doctors quoted as being formally associated with the ambulance service include Drs. C.H. Bidwell, O.C.H. 
Krause, G.A. Mangold , H.J. Poutsma, A.E.W. Ramsbottom, S.J.J. Van der Poel, D.J.L. Van Wyk and J.B. 
Voortman.  

So well did the service function under the headship of Ramsbottom that it received accolades and 
significant support from a number of European governments. Throughout the course of the war, various 
base hospitals were established by the OVS Ambulance, their management frequently being relinquished 
thereafter to the more sophisticated and better equipped foreign ambulance corps.  

The Ambulance Commission served as the official organ of the International Red Cross in the O.V.S, and 
through the office of the Registrar of the OVS Ambulance widely informed people of the content and 
meaning of the Articles of the Geneva Convention.  The same was not the case amongst the British allies, 
resulting in many serious contraventions of the Convention as a result.  
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    Certificate No. 391 issued in the name of C W Kies 










